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SSNZ Co-ordinator -  NZ‟s Silly Season  
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What‟s On … and what‟s coming 2 

Information Clipboard –  Summary of 
activities for this half year and the next 6 
mnths...  

3  

Helpful web links & connections for all 4 

A BRIGHTER FUTURE 
 

Newsletter December 2011 Volume 6, Issue 06 

  

 
New Zealand‟s „Silly Season‟ 
 

As my Irish friend in Rotorua so cutely puts it, “The „silly 
season‟ is a time when New Zealand as a whole winds 
down, relaxes, and gets into holiday mode.  There isn‟t 
a definite start and end date”.  Heather continues her 
rendition of our big NZ shutdown with, “But it seems to 
build up gradually from the start of the Santa Parade 
[3 December this year] and go right through to mid 
January the following year.  Many people go on 
holiday during this period.  Be warned!  Some 
businesses and organisations shut down and others 
operate with fewer staff.” 
 
This certainly has been an extremely active and anxious 
year at times which has tested the most resillient among 
us.   We think this “Big New Zealand Shutdown” for 2011 
is well deserved.   
 
Enjoy the summer holidays – drive with care and take note 
of water safety advice at the beaches, rivers and lakes.  
There is a load of information for all at 
http://www.watersafety.org.nz/  
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Tauranga/Western Bay of Plenty Newsletter connecting Newcomers and their 

families to local Information and Service Providers for Settlement needs 

Carol Andersen 
Settlement Support Co-ordinator  
Tauranga/Western BOP region 
Ph 07 579 6532 or Mobile 027 578 9272  

Email: ssnz@ymcatauranga.org.nz 

Visit: www.migrantsupport.org.nz  
 

"Connecting Newcomers Locally" 
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Many thanks to all our supporters and 

partners who have welcomed and 

assisted various newcomers to our 

region during 2010. 

 

We hope you and everyone in our 

communities have an enjoyable festive 

season and safe summer holidays with 

friends and families wherever you spend 

them. 

 
I look forward to working with you in 2011. 
Wishing you a happy New Year. 

 

Carol Andersen   

Settlement Support Co-coordinator    
 
Supported by:                                

    
 

 

Ngā mihi ma te Kirimete (wishing 

you a very happy Christmas) 

 

The Settlement Support NZ office in 

Tauranga will be closed from 22 
Dec and will re-open on the 

morning of 9 January 2012.   

Information can be sought from our website 
www.migrantsupport.org.nz 
The Citizen’s Advice Bureau may be able to 
assist you during our annual leave.  
Telephone 5781592 
 

For Immigration enquiries search the 
website at http://www.immigration.govt.nz/  
or Phone 0508 558 855 

http://www.watersafety.org.nz/
mailto:ssnz@ymcatauranga.org.nz
http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/
http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/
http://www.immigration.govt.nz/
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What’s On from 

SSNZ … 

And there is more for the Local Settlement 
Network (LSN) (Stakeholders) which includes 
Employers of migrants and service providers 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
For those interested in Intercultural Awareness and 
Diversity there are many conferences and forums 
held throughout the year at little or no cost.  The 
Office of Ethnic Affairs will hold 4 x EthnicA 
Conferences next year.  Two of these will be within 
easy access to our region.  Hamilton and Auckland – 
visit http://www.ethnicaffairs.govt.nz/ for detailed 
information. 

 
WING = Women‟s International Network 
Group 
Some of us recently farewelled Ingrid Quartel from 
her “almost” five years of coordinating the WING 
international ladies monthly lunches.   Ingrid will hand 
this role over to a new coordinator from February so 
that she can focus more attention to her baby Dylan. 
We also acknowledged Iryna Stewart for her part in 
instigating the first of these monthly meetings for 
Tauranga newcomer women in 2006. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/news.h
tml  for details of all upcoming SSNZ workshops 

and newsletters 
 

Of interest to Newcomers/Migrants to our 
region – all welcome 
 
Wednesday 7 December 10.30am -  
Celebratory Morning tea for current and 
former WING  [Women’s International Network 
Group] supporters and participants during the 
past 4 years 
 

Where?  Tauranga Club Inc  72 Devonport Rd, 
Tauranga CBD  Level 5, Hotel on Devonport 
 

 
Friday 24 February 2012 – “Connecting with 
Kiwi Culture” full day workshop for all 
newcomers wanting to enjoy a fun day, meet a 
network of new friends, and at the same time, 
learn more about the background of New 
Zealand  
 

Watch for new orientation tours for  

newcomers in                 2012! 
 

A second “Connecting with Kiwi Culture” 
workshop will be held in Rotorua in March 
2012 

  
For further information about us, visit… 
http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/news.html  or 
for registrations, please contact… 
 

  

Carol Andersen 
Settlement Support Co-ordinator 
Tauranga/Western BOP region 
Ph 07 579 6532 or Mobile 027 578 9272 

Email: ssnz@ymcatauranga.org.nz 

Visit: www.migrantsupport.org.nz 

 

Tangata Tiriti – Treaty People 
 
The first workshop for service providers has been 
booked already for a corporate group in February 
2012.   It is a fully booked day, but if you are 
interested in this superbly interactive day of 
background to Tangata Whenua please register 
your interest with the Coordinator.   It really is a 
great day  I promise  

http://www.ethnicaffairs.govt.nz/
http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/news.html
http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/news.html
http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/news.html
mailto:ssnz@ymcatauranga.org.nz
http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/
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 Activities and workshops  
this half year of 2011  

Month 
2011 

Newcomers to NZ Month 
2011  

Service Providers/Employers 

July Neighbours in Our 
Community – West Bengal 
Guest Speaker 

July Neighbours in Our Community 
– West Bengal Guest Speaker 

Sept  Workplace Culture in NZ August Business After Five Event 

Oct LSN Meeting August 
21/22 

Attend Diversity Forum in 
Hamilton  

Nov Tangata Tiriti Workshop Sept Presentation to Regional CAB 
Forum 

Dec WING Celebration Brunch Oct LSN Meeting 

  Oct Intercultural Awareness & 
Communications workshop 

  Oct Immigration Seminar for 
Employers and HR Agents 

 

In the Pipeline for the first half of 2012 
 

Month 
2012 

Newcomers to NZ Month 2012  Service Providers/Employers 

Feb Connecting with Kiwi 
Culture Orientation 
Workshop 

Feb Tangata Tiriti Workshop 
[WBOPDC] 

March/April Employment Panel 
Discussion Forum 

April/May Local Stakeholder Meeting [LSN] 
Meeting - 

 

TBA 

Money Matters Forum – 
IRD, Budgeting and 
Kiwisaver 

Auckland –  
31 March  
Hamilton –  

1 April  

EthnicA Conferences – Hamilton 
and Auckland 

TBA Kiwiana Welcome 
Function 

June 2012 Rural Employers – Field Days, 
Mystery Creek, Hamilton  

 
2012 Public Holidays 

New Years Day  Sunday 1 January  
Day after New Years Day  Monday 2 January  
Waitangi Day  Monday 6 February  
Good Friday  Friday 6 April  

Easter Monday  Monday 9 April  

Day after Easter Monday  Tuesday 10 April  

Anzac Day  Wednesday 25 April  
Queen's Birthday  Monday 4 June  

Labour Day  Monday 22 October  
Christmas Day  Tuesday 25 December  
Boxing Day  Wednesday 26 December  
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For other “What‟s On” events in 
the region, please visit the 
websites below… for lots of 
activities for all the family… 
 

Tourism BOP Events –  
Visit their website at: 
http://www.bayofplentynz.com 
  
For Arts and Culture events – visit 
www.creativetauranga.org.nz  
 

For other things to do, places to go, 
places to shop and eat, try this 
website 
www.bestoftauranga.com  
 

For information about Te Puke and 
what‟s on, visit … 
http://www.tepuke.co.nz/  

** www.katikati.org.nz/  

 
Look at the Community 
newspapers each week.  They‟re 
really comprehensive and contain 
sections about “What‟s On” in the 
region 
 

A great way to meet others –  
“City On It’s Feet” is co-ordinated 
by Nicki Miller.  There is a group to 
suit you – daytime, after work and 
even for pram walkers! 
  
Visit their website for lots more 
information  
www.cityonitsfeet.org.nz   
 
Or phone them on 07 578 9610 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSNZ Contact Centre 

YMCA Tauranga Phone: 07 579 6532 

428 Devonport Road Mobile: 027 578 9272 

TAURANGA Fax:  07 577 6475 

Email:  ssnz@ymcatauranga.org.nz     
  

For local settlement information, Visit:  

 www.migrantsupport.org.nz  

ATTENTION INTERNATIONAL WOMEN 

[Look toward February 2012] 
 

IWG – International Women‟s Group meets each 

month in Katikati – normally on 3
rd

 Thursday of each 
month.  If you live in or near Katikati and would like to 
join this group, watch this space in January 2012. 
 

WING – Women‟s International Network Group 
meets each month, usually on the last Friday.  Venues 
alter between Tauranga and Papamoa.  If would like to 
join this group, watch this space in January 2012. 
  

Carol Andersen 

 

 

Papamoa Mumz: A great 

place to make friends  

A safe, child friendly area 

Free coffee / morning tea 
A safe place to chat and share ideas 
Fun, creative activities for children 

Monthly information sessions 
Professional family support available 

Koha / Donation please 

Papamoa Mumz meets 
Every Monday during term time 

9.30am to 11am 
(excluding Public Holidays) 

 

 

Papamoa Support Centre  

 

95 Hartford Ave  

PO Box 11007  

Papamoa 3151  

Phone/Fax: 07 -5747170  

Email: family.psc@orcon.net.nz  
 
 

That covers connecting the women 
socially, so what about the men?   

 

Men! [and some for women]  Try the 

Citizen‟s Advice Bureau website to locate 
various service clubs for a good network 
opportunity near you… www.cab.org.nz  

Or Telephone them at 07 5781592 

 
 
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helpful Services for 

Newcomers to NZ and 
Western Bay of Plenty 

 

http://www.creativetauranga.org.nz/
http://www.bestoftauranga.com/
http://www.tepuke.co.nz/
http://www.katikati.org.nz/
http://www.cityonitsfeet.org.nz/
mailto:ssnz@ymcatauranga.org.nz
http://www.migrantsupport.org.nz/
http://www.cab.org.nz/

